
Connie Swingley  
University:  Indiana University Purdue University-Indianapolis  

Major:    Health Service Management  

Hometown:   Selma, IN  

Volunteers at:  Albany Emergency Medical Services   
“Although somewhat undecided on my future plans, I plan to con-
tinue volunteering at the EMS station and I am considering a career 
in emergency management.” 

Support The Plate 

The Foundation funds public safety projects at the local level.  Local public safety 
organizations in your communities are eligible to apply for projects such as 
equipping emergency responders with personal protective equipment, acquiring 
equipment for use by emergency responders, and training for emergency 
responders.   

The fee to receive a Secure Indiana license plate is only $40, in addition to your 
normal vehicle registration and excise fees.  Of the $40 fee, the Indiana Bureau of 
Motor Vehicle retains $15 for administrative costs with the remaining $25 going 
directly to the Foundation.    

By purchasing a Secure Indiana license plate, you can make a big impact by 
assisting Indiana’s first responders who help protect your loved ones, your 
neighbors and you.    

 

For more information, go to http://www.in.gov/dhs 

Charles Heflin 
University:  Vincennes University  

Major:    Public Safety  

Hometown:   Patoka, IN 

Volunteers at:  Patoka White River Volunteer Fire Department  
“I have learned that no one person can make a significant different, 
but one person can collaborate with others in an effort to effect 
changes that will ultimately benefit this country.” 

Winner of the Enrico Garcia Jr. Scholarship 

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
presents 

The  

Scholarship Winners 

March 28, 2008 
10:30 am 

Indiana Homeland Security Foundation  



Order of Events 

Welcome Remarks  
Cliff Wojtalewicz 

Deputy Director 

Indiana Department of Homeland Security  

Presentation of  “Secure Indiana” Scholarship Awards 

Tim Hall 
 Award Recipient 

Refreshments  

Tom Adams 
Chairman 

Indiana Homeland Security Foundation  

Presentation of  “Enrico Garcia”Scholarship  
Presented by Mike Garvey, Chief Deputy Fire Marshal 

Christopher Lee Pellman 
University:  Vincennes University  

Major:    Fire Science and Safety  

Hometown:   Floyds Knobs, IN 

Volunteers at:  Greenville Township Volunteer Fire Dept.  
“Being a volunteer firefighter has been a strong influence on my 
life and my outlook on responsibilities. I believe that I have found 
my true calling for a career in public safety where I can help oth-
ers.” 

Ken Schreiner 
University: Indiana University– Southeast  

Major:   Business Finance  

Hometown:       Jeffersonville, IN  

Volunteers at:  McCulloch Volunteer Firefighter’s Association    
“ The reason I wish to pursue a career in public safety is because I 
have never found a job as rewarding and interesting. Working in 
this sector is pure enjoyment, from the tasks I complete in day-to– 
day operations to helping protect life and property.” 

Corey Sizelove 
University:  Indiana Wesleyan University  

Major:    Nursing  

Hometown:   Summitville, IN  

Volunteers at:  Summitville Fire Department  
“I have always enjoyed and received a deep sense of fulfillment 
through helping the sick and injured. This passion has led me to the 
decision of making the healthcare field my profession.”  

Scholarship Recipients 



Scholarship Recipients 

Amy Johnson 
University:  Ivy Tech Community College  

Major:    Health Sciences  

Hometown:   Knightstown, IN  

Volunteers at:  Southwest District Ambulance Services, Inc.  
“I grew up in the EMS/fire field and know that the greatest satis-
faction that a person can have is making a difference in another’s 
life. My goal is to become a registered nurse and work in the 
emergency room. The training that I have received as an EMT will 
make me a stronger nurse.” 

James Miller 
University:   Ivy Tech Community College  

Major:   Public Safety/Fire Science   

Hometown:   Avon, IN 

Volunteers at:  Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department  
“I have committed my life to public safety. That is the reason I am 
working to complete an Associates Degree in Applied Fire Science.  
This coursework has not only made me a better firefighter, but also 
prepares me to be a future leader in public safety.” 

Angela Newsum 
University:  Ivy Tech Community College  

Major:    Nursing  

Hometown:   Valparaiso, IN  

Volunteers at:  Union Fire and Rescue Department 
“I do not doubt that I was intended to work with the public in times 
of crisis, making this time, however possible, easier on them as well 
as all who have to experience that crisis.” 
 

About the Scholarship 
Indiana relies on a robust and passionate first responder volunteer 
force in collaboration with government and private entities to 
provide for a Secure Indiana. Mindful of the future, the Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security has a strategic interest in 
building up the state’s volunteer force by encouraging Indiana’s 
youth and adults to volunteer for public safety organizations and in 
promoting the rewarding pursuit of a career in public safety. In 
2006, a scholarship program through the Indiana Homeland 
Security Foundation was set up to reward undergraduate students 
with volunteering for public safety experience and who have chosen 
to pursue a career in public safety.  
 

This is a competitive scholarship program for which eligible 
recipients maintained a minimum GPA, submitted an essay, and 
were given a recommendation from the public safety organization 
for which he or she volunteered. Full-time students were eligible for 
$2,000 while part-time students were eligible for $1,000.  These 
funds are made possible by the sale of the Secure Indiana license 
plate.  

 

By paying a small fee and purchasing a Secure Indiana license 
plate from your local BMV branch, you can show your 
dedication to the importance of careers in public safety and 
volunteerism in Indiana.  



Kayla Bumgardner 
University:  Vincennes University  

Major:   Nursing  

Hometown:   Greencastle, IN   

Volunteers at:  Putnam County Operation Life 
“ My goal is to become a Registered Nurse and work in a labor 
and delivery unit. I would also like to work on a Lifeline helicopter. 
This award will help me pay for my schooling.” 

Eva Chu 
University:  Saint Mary’s College  

Major:    Nursing 

Hometown:   South Bend, IN   

Volunteers at:  Notre Dame University Fire Department  
“I have always been interested in the medical field, particularly 
nursing. This scholarship will enable me to pursue my studies whole-
heartedly and not be distracted by financial issues.” 

Heath Fullenkamp 
University:  Ivy Tech Community College 

Major:   Fire Science 

Hometown:   Decatur, IN  

Volunteers at:  Preble Volunteer Fire Department  
“This award will go far in helping to pay for college expenses, 
thereby allowing me to continue forward towards me degree.”  

Scholarship Recipients Scholarship Recipients 

Cory M. Hall  
University:  Butler University   

Major:    Chemistry and Biology  

Hometown:   Pendleton, IN   

Volunteers at:  Pendleton Fire Department 
“My aspirations are to become an emergency room physician and 
to serve my community as a volunteer for both the fire and emer-
gency medical services. Public safety is in my blood, but most im-
portantly my heart.” 

Tim Hall 
University:  Indiana Wesleyan University  

Major:    Nursing  

Hometown:   Middletown, Indiana  

Volunteers at:  Middletown/Fall Creek Township EMS 
“This scholarship is a wonderful tribute to students across the state 
that volunteer their time to ensure the safety of others. I can hon-
estly say that I get no greater joy in life from anything else than 
serving others and ensuring others’ safety.” 

Danielle Hoeppner 
University:  Indiana State University   

Major:    Criminal Justice  

Hometown:   Kingsford Heights, IN  

Volunteers at:  United States Air Force, Civil Air Patrol  
“My career goal is to gain practical experience working in the 
field of criminology while continuing my education. Eventually, I 
would like to complete my Ph.D. so that I can teach at the  
collegiate level.” 
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